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6) Klaus Oldenhage, ‘Prosecution and Resistance, Compensation and Reconciliation:
Two Repressive Systems in one Country’, in: Comma, International Journal on
Archives 2 (2004), p. 78.

7) Ibid..

8) Klaus Oldenhage, ‘Prosecution and Resistance, Compensation and Reconciliation:
Two Repressive Systems in one Country’, in: Comma, International Journal on
Archives 2 (2004), p. 75-77.
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zuriickgekehrter Urkunden und Akten, 1988
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{Abstract>

The national and social role of the archives in the
divided countries during the cold war era: centered on
the comparative view of the West German and South

Korean archival history

Noh, Meung—Hoan

The Archives of the German Reich were established at Potsdam in
1919. Between 1945 and 1990 Potsdam belonged to the Soviet zone
of occupation or the German Democratic Republic (East Germany).
So the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) founded
Bundesarchiv in Koblenz in 1952.

From the late 1950s the returned records and archives which had
remained in Germany were used as evidence for investigations
against Nazi criminals. The archives of West Germany and East
Germany tried to promote to exchange the dispersed records.

The South Korean government continued to keep the archival
practice of the Colonial Chosun Government General. Generally
people did not realize well the importance of the archival being in
the South as well as in the North. In this background the South
Korean government neglected to develop the archival system and the

documents were not able to be preserved systematically. Many
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documents of the colonial era were taken away by Japan and the
USA and the Soviet Union. The records of the occupation era by the
USA military government were brought to the USA. The people and
the new South Korean government were not enough conscious to
come to the idea to bring back these documents. Many people carried
fears against their activities in the colonial era and tried to abrogate
those documents. The investigations against the past evil—doings,
namely the decolonialization process on the basis of the archives

could not be successful.

The Korean War between the South and the North occurred in
1950 and lasted for three vyears. After the war experience, many
people tried to abrogate the documents produced during the war. The
strongest anti—communism and the extreme hate against the North
and the fear for the revival of the war dominated the society. The
South Korean government came to the even more desperate ideas to
preserve the documents dispersed to various regions and possibly
abrogate them.

The year 1987 signified the time of the epochal transformation
towards the democracy of the South Korean society. The civil
movement to establish an ordinary national central archives and
other various kinds of archives started from this period. The people
found out the necessity of the archival system to keep the
transparent society as the essential basis for the democracy. From
the beginning of the 1990s the South and North began to develop the
earnest dialogues in some sense. The endeavors for the reconciliation

between the South and the North helped also the developments of
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the Korean archival system.

Key words: Archival Management, Cold War, Federal Republic of Germany,
Republic of Korea, National and Social Meaning of Archives
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